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Ferry Advisory Committee UpdAte

The Provincial Government came to town Wednesday November 
14th, along with a host of consulting and support staff.  Kirk Han-
drahan, Executive Director Marine Branch, represented the Minis-
try of Transportation & Infrastructure, and Judy Kirk of Kirk and 
Co facilitated the Question & Answer Session.  This was one of 38 
meetings being held in 30 Coastal Communities.  The government 
is looking for feedback to determine how to fund BC Ferries in the 
face of declining ridership, increasing costs, stagnant government 
funding and many vessels needing to be replaced.  We had a very 
good turnout of about 65 Islanders…Thanks again to all of you who 
attended.

During the question and answer period, I felt the overriding issue 
was the lack of affordability for Islanders and the effect that it has 
on local businesses, young families and our personal lives.  With 
government contributions frozen for the last 9 years, fares on our 
route have increased over 100% during that time, driving residents 
and young families from the island, reducing property values and 
adversely affecting local businesses.

Next on the list of issues, was the feeling that ferry dependent 
coastal communities are being treated as second class citizens by 
the government.  The repeated reference 
in the government documents to losses 
before taxpayer contributions was insult-
ing…we are all taxpayers, and we pay 
for all manner of transportation improve-
ments.  For some reason the government 
treats ferries different than other trans-
portation infrastructure investments.  The 
rallying cry from all in the room was for 
government to treat and fund ferries like 
they are part of the Provincial Highway 
System.

I would like to especially thank MLA 
Doug Routley who attended our session.  
Doug was very supportive of the chal-
lenges facing ferry dependent commu-
nities and in particular he made a com-
mitment on behalf of the NDP party.  If 
elected they will increase government 
contributions to ferries in order to in-
crease or sustain service, to freeze or re-

duce fares, and build ships (ferries) in BC.
The next steps in this process will be for Kirk and Co to present a 

report on the consultation and engagement to Government.  This will 
be by the end of February 2013.  Government will then decide when 
and where there will be service adjustments.  Apparently once they 
have decided this they will return to the communities and consult 
with us on how we feel about the proposed cuts to service…

I hope that in this process they give thoughtful consideration to the 
needs of the residents of Thetis Island.

For those of you who would like to send in feedback to the govern-
ment, you have until December 7th, 2012…

Please mail Feedback Forms to:  PO Box 2223 Vancouver Main, 
Vancouver, BC V6B 3W2

Or email your written submission to: Coastalferriesengagement@
gov.bc.ca, or go online to: coastalferriesengagement.ca and fill out 
the feedback form online.  If you would like to talk to someone or 
have the written materials mailed to you, phone: 1-855-387-7882

If you would like to talk with any of your FAC members, we wel-
come the opportunity.

Keith Rush, Chair, 
Thetis Island Ferry Advisory Committee

FAC Chair Keith Rush addresses the assembled (65) Islanders and politicians- an excellent turnout
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